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SUB J : VENEZUELAN-CUBAN RELATIONS 

REF : CARACAS 1212 

1 . SUMMARY: PRESIDENT PERZ HAS PUBLICLY DESCRIBED VENEZUELA’S 
RELATIONS WITH CUBA AS NORMAL AND HAS HELD OUT THE HOPE THAT ECONOCMI 
AND CLUTURAL TIES CAN BE STRENGTHENED. AT THE SAME TIME HE HAS 
CAUTIOUSLY BUT POINTEDLY CRITICIZED CUBA'S INTERVENTION IN ANGOLA 
AS CONTRARY TO LATIN AMERICAN PRINCIPLES. THE PRESIDENT'S 
PROBLEM IS THAT HE WANTS CUBA OUT OF ANGOLA BUT FEARS THAT THE 
ISSUE WILL BE DIVISIVE IN LATIN AMERICA AND A THREAT TO THE 
REGIONAL SOLIDARITY HE SETS SUCH GREAT STORE BY. WE DOUBT 
THAT HE WOULD BE PREPARED AT THIS POINT TO JOIN IN A PUBLIC 
DENUNCIATION OF THE CUBAN ACTION OR TO SUPPORT OAS CONSIDERATION 
OF THE ISSUE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . DURING THE RECENT VISIT OF CANADIAN PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU, 
VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT PEREZ COMMENTED PUBLICLY ON REATIONS 
WITH CUBA. ON JAN 30, FOLLOWING A MEETING WITH TRUDEAU, 

PEREZ STATED THAT RELATIONS WITH CUBA WERE "PERFECTLY NORMAL." 

HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT VENEZUELA AND CUBA WOULD EXPAND 
THEIR ECONOMIC AND CULTURAL RELATIONS AND COULD COLLABORATE TO 
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ASSIST IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW NATIONS IN THE CARIBBEAN.PEREZ 
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SAID THAT INTERNATIONAL IDEOLOGICAL COMPETITION WAS DESIREABLE, BUT 
HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT DEMOCRACY WOULD PREVAIL IN "OUR LATIN 
AMERICAN WORLD." HE HOPED THAT LIFE IN LATIN AMERICA WOULD CARRY 
ON "WITHOUT VIOLENCE," AND THAT EACH LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRY WOULD 
RESPECT THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATIN OF ALL NATIONS,"ON OUR 
CONTINENT AND OUTSIDE OUR CONTINENT." 

2. AT THE STATE DINNER FOR TRUDEAU, PRESIDENT PEREZ INCLUDED 
THE FOLLOWING PASSAGE IN HIS TOAST: 

QUOTE - IN VENEZUELA AS IN ALL LATIN AMERICA 
WE WANT AND NEED A PEACEFUL WORLD. FOR THAT REASON 
WE ARE AGAINST ANY ACTION THAT WOULD INVOLVE US IN 
INTERNATIONAL ARMED CONFLICTS OR LEAD US TO INTERVENTION 
IN THE INTERNAL PROBLEMS OF OTHER COUNTRIES, 

WHETHER IN THIS HEMISPHERE OR OUTSIDE. INTERNATINAL 
RESPONSIBILITY DEMANDS THAT THE GREAT POWERS AND THE 
MEDIUM-SIZED OR SMALL COUNTRIES NOT INTERFERE IN THE 
DECISIONS OF ANY NATION. LATIN AMERICA DOES NOT WANT 
TO IDENTIFY ITSELF WITH ANY ARMED CONFLICT. IT IS MOST 
LAMENTABLE THAT ONLY FIVE MONTHS AFTER THE SIGNING 
OF THE FINAL ACT OF THE HELSINKI CONFERENCE INTERNATIONAL 
DISTURBANCES HAVE ARISEN THAT IMPEDE RATHER THAN FAVOR 
DETENTE. END QUOTE 

3. COMMENT: THE FOREIGN MINISTER IN HIS CONVERSSATION WITH 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS LAST SUNDAY DESCRIBED THE LATTER 
PASSAGE AS A STRONG AND "CATEGORIC" STATEMENT OF THE GOV'S 
OPPOSITION TO CUBA'S ANGOLA ADVENTURE. OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT 
THE CUBANS ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE MUCH IMPRESSED IF THEY DO HAPPEN 
TO COME ACROSS THIS UNPUBLICIZED TEXT. 

4. PRESIDENT PEREZ IS CAUGHT IN SOMETHING OF A DILEMMA ON THE 
ANGOLA ISSUE. HE IS OUTRAGED BY THE CUBAN INTERVENTION BUT, AT 
THE SAME TIME, WANTS TO PRESERVE LATIN AMERICAN HARMONY 

AS ESSENTIAL TO HIS KEY POLICY GOAL OF REGIONAL SOLIDARITY 
ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES. THUS HE EQUIVOCATES, TALKING 
ABOUT EXPANDED RELATIONS WITH CUBA WHILE DISCREETLY CRITICIZING 
THE INTERVENTION. WE DOUBT THAT AT THIS POINT HE IS READY TO JOIN 
IN ANY VIGOROUS PUBLIC DENUNCATION OF THE CUBAN ACTION. IN 
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FACT, HE PROBABLY HOPES THAT THE ISSUE CAN SOMEHOW BE MUTED 
OR RESOLVED WITHIN THE LATIN AMERICAN FAMILY SO THAT UNITY PREVAILS 
WHEN THE CHIEFS OF STATE MEET NEXT JUNE IN PANANA. THIS ANALYSIS 
CAUSES US TO DOUBT THAT THE FOREIGN MINISTER WAS SPEAKING WITH 
ANY AUTHORITY —OR WITH ANY REAL REFLECTION ON HIS COUNTRY'S BASIC 
FOREIGN POLICY- WHEN HE TOLD ASSISTANT SECRETARY ROGERS THAT THE 
ANGOLA PROBLEM SHOULD BE DEBATED IN THE OAS END COMMENT. 
SHLAUDEMAN 
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